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EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 02 1998

AN ORDER ESTABLISHING THE AMERICAN SAMOA
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY

Seztion 1: Authority
This Exczutive Order is tssued under the authority granted to the Governor in

Anucle IV, Section 6. Americar Samos Revised Constitution. Title 4 A.S.C.A. Seztion

<.0111tb) and applicabie seetions of the Fedesa! Cammunications Act of 1954. as .

amended. and the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
Section 2: Preambie and Purposs

WHEREAS. the losal communications nerwork in American Samoa. with
connections to other Unitad Sttes and intematicnal points. was originally constructed by
the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Departmen: of the Interior: and

WHEZREAS. the network was iheried. unproved and expanded by the American
Samoa Government which operates the Office of Communications under the direction of
tae Direstor of Communizatians. who is appointed by the Governor: and

WHEREAS. the Offics of Communications is mandated 1o comply with cenain
provisions of the 1934 Communizations Act and the 1996 Telecommunications Act; and

WEHEREAS, the American Semoa Govemnmen: has filed with the Federa!
Commurucations Commission (FCC). on October 1. 1997, its Plan 1o regularize the
Oflice of Communications status under FCC Regulations: and

' VHEREAS. the American Samoa Government is commined 1o comply with all
applicable federal repulations perwining to the operation of the government's
communications system by the Office of Communications.

_NQ\\'. THEREFORE. the creatinn of the American Samoa Telecommunications
Authority is herety gutherized. with the duties and responsibilities as se: forth herein.




Seztion 3:  Eszblishment of the Amerizan Samoz Teiecomeimicaticns Avtiznin
There is hereby established, within the Executive Branch cf the Asnerican Samoz
Government (ASG). the Amerizan Samoa Telecommunizations Authosity (ASTA).
formerly known as the Office of Communications. ASTA shall exis: as & semi-
autonomous ageney e ASGC and will be governed by a board. whick shall be kiowT: as
tne ASTA Board cansisting of three (3) membsrs who are sppointed by the Govemo: for

tecms of two (2) years.

Sestion 4: Composition and Qualificarions of ASTA Board

Of the thres gubematcrial eppointees. one member shall be from the Amznzan
Samog Government Emplovess’ Retremen: Fund Board: a second member shall be an
ASG cerser emplovee seiected on the basis of characte:r. competence, education.
experience. and judpemen:: and the third member shall be from the private sector,
s=iected on the basis of character, compstence, edusation. accounting and finance
experience and judgement

Sestion S: ASTA Board Duties and Responsibilities
The ASTA Boarc shall have the following duties and respansibilities:
(1) ele=t its own chairman aanually,

(2 hire an Execurive Director who shall be directly responsibie to the Board
for the proper and efficient management cf ASTA.

(3)  esublish and promulpate rules and regulations. not inconsistent with local
and feczral laws, for users of w2lecommunications services in American Samoe.

(4) review and approve the Aanual Operating and Construction Budgets of
ASTA in accordance with the ASG's regular budget process.

(5)  revisw and approve ASTA's long-range plan to insure compliance with
the Rate Intepration Plan filed with the FCC an October 1. 1997 and regularize ASTA's
opsrations in accordance with FCC Regulations.

(6)  review and approve mtes bafors submining said rates to any appropriate
regulatory body as required for final approval. VP

(7)  review and approve procurcment actions.

(8)  review and spprove personnel actions,




(9)  review zad approve ascounting and Snzasial managemest poiisies 2sd
procedures 1o insure compliance with FCC accounting and guditng requiremens.

(10) review. epprove and submit Quanterly Pesformanse and £nznzial Reponts
to the Governor no later than 30 days after the end of the Quarte:.

(11)  review, gpprove and submit an Annusl Financial Reper o the Govemor
nc later than 90 days after the =ad of the fiscal vear.

(12) shall hold regulas meetings at least once every month and sha!! hold
special meetings when nesessary. It shall record and kesp minutes of all suck meztings
and make said mimnes avaijable for public inspection.

(13) review and approve all other martters properly within the ASTA's authority
whizh are included op the agenda of the ASTA Board.

Section 6: ASTA Boxrd Compensation

ASTA Board mambers shall be compensaied gt the rate of $500.00 per month.
No other special compznsatien shall be suthorized. -

Seziion 7: Duties and Responsibilities of Executive Director

The Executive Dirsctor shall be the Chief Executive Officer of ASTA. shall report
dirzztly to the ASTA Board and shall perferm the following duties:

(1)  develop policies/programs for the adminictration, mansgement and
operation of ASTA and submir 1o the ASTA Board for approval.

(2)  develop and submit 1o the ASTA Board the Annual Operaring and
Construstion Budgert for approval.

(3!  prepare and submit to the ASTA Board Monthly Operating Statements,
Quanerly Performance and Financial Reports. and Anaual Financial Reports.

(4) hire quﬂiﬁcd and experienced manapement personnel subject to ASTA
Board approval aad in accordance with government employee laws ASCA Title 7, ASAC
Titie 4 and the provisions of this Executive Order.

(5)  prepare. spprove and conduet procurement of supplies. equi
. . * PmmL
materials. and personal services. other than emplovess. in accordance with all applicable
laws and rules of American Samoa and the provisians of this Executive Order.




(6) prepere, ang 1ssue ASTA'S bi-w-.-:id; payroll :heck; tn
acscrdance with ASTA Board paliciesznd m complisses with Jocal and fenera! lasor
laws.

(7)  prepars and submit o the ASTA Bozsd monthly summery reports of cash
recsipts, receivables, payabies. and all perunen: finansig) data necessary for the proper
munitosing of ASTA finansex

(8)  prepare the agends for ASTA Dogrd mectings.

Section B: Transfer of Asls

Az 3 date fixed by ths ASTA Board and spproved hy the Govemur. all wangibic
assets forpesly listed under the Office of Communications ghall be m;n.»ferrcd © ASTA
with the rights to operate all it=mms of proper including consuction i progress.

Section Trensier of Liabilities

At a date fixed by the ASTA Board and appmved by the Governor. all outstanding
liabilities inctrrad tw the former Office of Communieations. including all sontracw and

stanurory obligtions, shall be wansferred to ASTA.
Sectinn 100 Trunsfer of Lenses. Contracts and Agresments

All ieasoy. conuasts. and agreements which were entered into by the former
Office of Comumunicatoens and sre suerent. valid and in effect. shall be trancierred to

ASTA
Section 1): Peorsonpel

(1)  Atgdated fixed by the ASTA Buard and approved by the Governar, all
personne) presently assigned to the Office of Commumieations shall be wansterred 10
ASTA without any change in satary or in-service datz for compunition of retirement
elivibility credit under the Goverrment Exployees® Retircment Fund.

(3) Al officers and empinyees of the authority, other than the Execuntive
Dirctior, are sppointed and compensated in sscurdance with requirements of the
governmen: employee lsws. ASCA Title 7 and ASAC Title 4, except thar the ASTA
Bou::L- in conjunction with the Depanmen: uf Human Resourcez, may adopt
ndmx_xmuve ruies, pursuant 10 4.100] ASCA et sc5. to supplam government emplovee
rules in the specific eategrmes of persvnue! recruitment, employment. termination of
emplovce services, discplinary anions wid compeasstion at levels comparable to
prevailing sommunications levels.




Seziior 12:  Ascountng and Budger

ASTA shall assume respensibility for the accounting and finansial managsmez: o7
the telecommunisations authority and shall perform all reizted szcounting funcuons,
s==luding. but not limited to general ledger. fixed assets, accounts reczivabie, acsounts

poeT—

pevable. payroll and cask. ASTA shall apply and adhere to Generally Accepied
Ascounting Principles (GAAP).

Seztion 13:  Independent Audit

ASTA shall employ 2 firm of independent centified public accountants with
telecommunicaticas experiencs to exezuine and report oo the conditian of finansial
records and a=sounts no less than once a yegs. The report shall be submitted to the
Governer by the ASTA Board.

Section 14: Procizement

ASTA mey contrast for the prosurement of suppliss. equipment. materials.
persona! services other then by employess. and conswruction with amy public or private
enun upor enms and conditions as it finds necessany to the full and convenient excreise
cf its purposes and powers. subiest 1o oll applicable procurement lows and rules of
Amenican Samoa. The autherity shall receive and account for its inventory of marerials.

supplics and equipment.
Section 15: Transition Period

All fess. rates. charpes. end conwracts in effect during the wansfer of property and
fazilities. and management thereof. 1o ASTA's conurol and jurisdiction are considered
properly adopied and continue in eff=ct umil dulv chaneed or modified.

Secton 16: Effective Date

57m This order is effective immediately and supersedes General Memorandum No. 16-

Dﬂmdf%‘ (74 x . 1995.
z

cc: Per Swuandard List

TA P.F. SUNIA
Govemer
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=XECTTIVE ORDZR Ne. p3___-1998

AN ORDER AMENDING EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 02-1998, WHICE
ESTABLISHED THE AMERICAN SAMOA TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AUTHORITY -

Sectien }: Authority

This Executive Order is issusd under the authority granted to the Governor in
Arnticle IV Section 6. Americar, Samoa Revised Constinnion. Title 4 A.S.C.A. Section
2.0111(%) and applicable sections of the Fed=ral Communications Act of 1534, as
amended, and the Telecommunicetions Act of 1996.

Szztion 2: Purpose

The purpose of this Executive Order to the amend Executive Order 02-1998.
which esiablished the American Samoa Telecornmunications Authority. Sections 3 and <
of Executive Order No. 02-1998 are asredy amended 1o provide for 3 five {5) member
American Samos Telecommunizations (ASTA) Board.

Secion 3: Amengment of Sxecuyve Drder 02-1998

(h Section 5 of Executive Order 02-1998 is hereby amended to read as
foliows:

Esuablishment of the American Samoa Telecommunications Authoriny

There is hereby established. within the Executive Branch of the American Samoe
Government (ASG). the American Samoa Telecommunications Authority (ASTA)
formerly knowp as the Offize of Communications. ASTA shall exist as 2 semi-
autonomous agency of ASG and will be yoverned by a board. which shal] be kmown as
the ASTA Bourd. consisting of five (3) members who are appointed by the Govemor for
terms of two () vears.




(2)  Seztion 4 of Exezutive Order No. 02-1998 is hereby amenz=d 10 rzad as
tollows:

Compasition and Qualifications of ASTA Board

0! the five gub=rmarcrial 2ppoimess, ons member shall be Som ths Amzmican
Samoz Goverarzent Employees” Retirement Fuad Board: two members shel! 52 ASC
sareer emplovees selzzizd on the basis of character, competence, edusation, expeniznce,
and judgement: and twe members shall be from the privare sestor, selected on the basis of
charactes, competsnse. sducation. accounting and finance experisnse and judpemen:.

Section 4: Effect

With the exeeprion of the amendments set forth herein. al] other provisions
contained in Executive Order 02-1998 remain in full foree and effest

Secuon 3: Effective Date

This order is eff=ctive immediately.

—’

Dated: -_ — . 1998

TAUESE P.F. SUNIA
Govemor

ec: Per Standard List
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January 16, 1998
GENERAL MEMORANDUM NO. 04 -1998
Te: Digtribution List
From: Govemor of American Samoa
Subjest: Appointment of Interim Chief Executive Officer for American Samoo
Telecommunications Auhority

Bursuan: to Executive Order 02-1998 and Executive Order 03-1998, Aleki Sene is
hereby appointed as interim Chief Executive Officer of the American Samoa
Telescommunications Authority (ASTA), effective immediately. 1o serve until the ASTA
Board is formed and selects a permanent Chief Executive Officer.

During this interim period. Aleki Sene shall bave and perform the duties and
responsibilities of the Exezutive Director as set forth in Execurive Order No. 02-1998,
inciuding, but not limited to. those delineated 1n1 Secstion 7 of said Order.

Please extend ynur cooperation and assistance to Mr. Sene during his service as
intenm Chief Executive Officer of ASTA.

TAUESE P.F. SUNIA
DISTRIBUTION:

As per standard list
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TOOR ey OO EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13 1987

DESIGNATION OF
ELIGIBLE TELSCOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

Section {: Authority

This Sxecutive Order is issusd under ths authority granted in Article

;v, Section & of the American Samoa Revised Constitution, Title 4, Chapter

1, Section 0111(b) of the American Samoa Cods, and sections 3, 214, and
254 of *he 'ederal Communications Act of 1834, as amonded (the

communications Act”).

Section 2: Purpose

Secticns 3 and 214 of the Communications Act authorize the
scmmission or official with regulatory jurisdiction over communications
sarriers in each State and Territory ‘0 designate certain common carriers
cs “sligible telecommunications carriers” for purposes of receiving federai
universal service support. 47 U.S.C. §§153 (40) (41), 214 (e) (2). In the
absence of a telecommunications regulatory commission, the Governor is
the official of the American Samoa Government with regulatory jurisdiction
over ‘elecommunications carriers.

Section 3:  Findings

| find that the American Samoa Office of Communications (“*ASOC")
meets the qualifications for an ‘‘eligible telecommunications carrier” as
defined in section 214 of the Communications Act. 47 U.S.C. §214 (e) (1).

In particuiar, | find that:

(’) ASOC is a2 “‘common carrier” as defined in section 3
of the Communications act, 47 U.S.C. §153 (10);



Executive Order No. 1887
Eligible Telecemmunications Carrier

Page 2

(b) ASOC offers the sarvices that are supported by federal
universal support mechanisms in accardance with
section 214 of the Communications Act (47 U.S.C.
§214 (3) (1) (A) and as specified In section 54.101
of the pertinent regulations of the Federal
Communications Commission (47 C.F.R. §54.101);

(e) ASOC advertises the availability of such services
and the charges therefore using media of general
distribution in accordanece with section 214 of the
Communications Act. 47 U.S.C. §214 (d) (1) (B); and

(d) Designation of ASOC as an “eligible telecommunications
carrier” for the receipt of federa! universal service
support will serve the public interest,

Section 4. Designation

The American Samoa Office of Communications is hereby
designated as an “sligible telecommunications carrier” under section 214
of the Communications Act for the receipt of federal universal service

support.
Section 5: Effective Date

This Executive Order shall be effective immediately upon signing.

Dated: /X —/ “f ’7

7

TAUESE P.F. SUNIA
Governor of American Samoa

Distribution:

As per standard list
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